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The objective of this platform is to bring together experts, projects and organisations in the field of
international heritage cooperation. The platform offers Dutch and foreign partners access to knowledge
and expertise concerning international heritage projects.
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How does it work?

For your convenience we have created forms for the expert, project, and organisation pages.
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Discussion

Conservation of the Ancient Rampart in the Galle Fort

SriLanka has a rich cultural hertage in Dutch architecture and their fortresses. One of the many fortresses is the iy
of Galle. This fortified city is of oreat historical importanc. & is built on a peninsula. The Portuguese started buikding
the fortin the 15th century. They used coral as their buiing material. The Black Fort s a remaining part of the
Portuguese work and stil stands today. The Dutch VOC continued the building of the fort in the 17th century and
worked on it throughout that century. The Dutch used stone from a local quarry as their buiding material. The ciy
was laid outin a rectangle street pattern. The strategic impertance of Galle is the natural harbour and its protection by
the coral reefs. The harbour was a safe place for the VOC shigs, which could stay there for many months

UNESCO has declared the Galle Fort as a World Hertage Site in year 1588, In 2006, a restoration plan was set up for
the rampart walks. In various places, these walls were damaged by the tsunami in December 2004. Three ramparts
needed major restoration. These were the Star Bastion, the Saiors Bastion, and the Black Fort. Dutch engineers were
contracted to make the restoration plans for these ramparts. In 2007 the work began and the work was completed in
2002. The most impertant objective of the plan was to preserve the historic character of the Fort whie enhancing fts
function as a living city. The Portuguese originally buit the rampart walls of the Fort, but they only had one at the
andsids. Once the Dutch had taken over the Fort, the Dutch started building ramparts on the seaside in order to
‘ensure that attacks from the sea was defectsd. Dfence was the main function of the Gals Fort in the Dutch Period
The rampart wall of Galle Fort consists of fourtsen bastions, varied in design and size. The full ength is approximately
10400 feet using lime, $and and coral stones.

Unfortuntsly, the rampart has been subjectsd to various factors of dsterioration over time, such as aging and
weathering, the bsating of heavy waves, the absence of coral resf, the growing of weeds and plants, ths lack of
maintenance and setiements. Therefore, removal of vegetations and deteriorated mortar and th creation of an
artificial barrier ars nesded for conservation of the rampart

Project information

Obijectives

Many of the historical buikiings and structures in Galle were in great nesd of repair. Approximately sixty
years ago, a large section of the Star Bastion collapsed. About 15 years ago, a section of the Black Fort, and
on top of it, a number of ancient prison cells colapsed and a section of the Saiors Bastion was washed out,
due to high seas. The Sailors Bastion is the only ane, which is not protected by coral reefs. It is therefore
wvulnerable for high waves. The ojstvice was to restore this.
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Continent Asia
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Places Galle

Project duration 01-07-08 till 2008
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Activity Sustainable
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Because we want everyone to share their expertise and gain from each other’s expertise, we use the Creative Commons
Licence for all the content on the platform. Below is the explanation of the licence’s conditions, as written on the

Creative Commons website.

®

@ Noncommercial — You may not use this work for commercial purposes.

Attribution — You must attribute the work in the manner specified by the author or licensor (but not in any way
that suggests that they endorse you or your use of the work).

Share Alike — If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute the resulting work only under the

same or similar license to this one.

The platform is developed by the CIE - Centre for International Heritage Activities, within the framework
of the Netherlands Mutual Cultural Heritage Policy, and aims to facilitate and strengthen the international
cooperation in the field of mutual cultural heritage. Experts can share information, and connect with other

experts and organisations all over the world.
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